

















(L to R): Kimberley, Ms. Myrthe Desulme’ (Haiti/Jamaica Society), Beverley, Deanroy Anderson (JW), Mabel, Astrid, - and from
NNN - Ms. Liz Bennett and Ms. Lorna Green. In the background is a view inside the container which was being packed for

shipment on March 18th.

rom a first in 1980 and to what

has now become a “Royal Tradi-

tion”, the Royal Lodge (RL) has
every year, held a function to honour and
pay tribute to its Ladies. This is held in
February, as close as possible to Valen-
tine’s Day. The many romantics among
us — and even the few cynics — will im-
mediately appreciate the relevance and
significance of this date.

This year, 2010, plans for the function
were well advanced, when a disastrous
7.0 mag. Earthquake struck our neigh-
bour, Haiti. The Ladies then had what
turned out to be a great idea, originating
from a senior lady of the Lodge, and
fully supported by all the other Ladies.
Kimberley, the wife of the WM, W. Bro.
Christopher Issa, at their request wrote
to the Lodge, asking that this year’s
Ladies’ Night function be NOT held and
that all funds which would otherwise
have been expended on this event,

should be donated, as their contribution,
for Haiti Earthquake Emergency Relief.
RL, at its regular meeting on February
Ist, after a short favourable discussion,
unanimously approved the request.

The Ladies wanted their contribution to
go towards assisting the women, chil-
dren and elderly persons of Haiti, who
had been affected. In further discussions,
one of the Ladies called attention to the
fact that Nationwide News Network
(NNN), in collaboration with Haiti/Ja-
maica Society, was collecting goods (not
money) for exactly such a purpose. Con-
tact was made with NNN and Ms. Eliz-
abeth (Liz) Bennett, Programmes
Manager, provided a list of the items
which were critically needed. Two mem-
bers of Royal Lodge who have the re-
quired influence with the relevant
Manufacturers and/or Distributors, were
asked to make contact to facilitate the
purchase of the identified items at best
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discounted prices up to the total budget
availability.

On Wednesday March 10th, a small
group including Kimberley (Issa), Mabel
(Marsh), Beverley (Anderson) and
Astrid (Goldson), together with two
Royal Lodge members, who assisted
with transport, delivered all the well-
needed supplies to the offices of NNN at
27 Mannings Hill Road.

One of the objectives of the Ladies’
Night function is to facilitate the meeting
and networking between our members
and their families and especially to meet
and greet the new ones. Therefore, the
JW, in consultation with the WM, is ar-
ranging a low-keyed function to achieve
this purpose, whilst maintaining the sen-
sibility and charitable outcome of our
Ladies’ magnanimous gesture.




MARK MASONRY IN JAMAICA
-R.W. Bro. Whilston Taylor Retires!!

R. W. Bro. Whilston Davis Taylor, O.D.,
J.P., Past District Grand Master of
Mark Master Masons in Jamaica and
the Cayman Islands.

“Why man, he doth bestride the narrow
world, like a Colossus, and we petty men
walk under his huge legs, to find our-
selves dishonourable graves. Men are
sometimes masters of their fate. The fault
dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in
ourselves, that we are underlings”

On the occasion of the recent retirement
of R. W. Bro. Whilston Davis Taylor as
District Grand Master of the District
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons in
Jamaica and the Cayman Islands it is fit-
ting that the members of the District, with
great unanimity and concord, should seek
to express their gratitude and appreciation
to the Great Overseer of the Universe and
to R. W. Bro. Taylor for his many years
of sterling, dedicated and fruitful service
to the country, in general, and to the
Freemasonry,in particular.

The records will show that his contribu-
tion to Freemasonry in Jamaica since he
was initiated in the Ewing Lodge no.
3258 on the 22nd of April 1959 has been
continuous, progressive and indeed phe-
nomenal. Over the last fifty years R.-W.
Bro. Taylor has gained the singular and
impressive distinction of being the Assis-
tant District Grand Master of the District
Grand Lodge of Jamaica and the Cayman
Islands; and the Provincial Grand Master
of the Province of Jamaica in the Royal
Order of Scotland.

At the international level R.W.Bro. Taylor
has been recognized for his selfless, out-
standing and indefatigable contribution to
all three Constitutions — the English, the
Irish and the Scottish.

He has therefore been promoted to the
rank of Past Junior Grand Deacon of the
United Grand Lodge of England; a Past
Honorary Grand Steward in the Grand
Lodge of Ireland and an Honorary Grand
Architect in the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
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R. W. Bro. Whilston Davis Taylor, O.D., J.P, receiving citation from R.W.Bro. Linton
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Andrews ; District Grand Master of Mark Master Masons in Jamaica and the

Cayman Islands.

In addition the Supreme Grand Chapters
of Royal Arch Masons of England and
Scotland have honoured W. Bro Taylor by
appointing him Past Assistant Grand So-
journer and Honorary Grand Standard
Bearer, respectively.

With his youthful energy and love of the
Craft, he joined Elgin Lodge No. 1562
(SC) in 1962 and within three years of
joining and seven years of his initiation,
W. Bro. Taylor was to become a Past
Master on the Jamaican Masonic Land-
scape, having been installed as Master of
Elgin Lodge in 1969.

However, since this function has been ded-
icated to paying tribute to R. W. Bro. Tay-
lor for his “outstanding and distinguished
service to Mark Masonry in Jamaica” that
is where we will concentrate our efforts.

R. W. Bro. Taylor joined the Cornwall
Keystone Mark Lodge No. 1232 in 1960
and after serving faithfully and well
through the various chairs, become Master
in 1969. Very active and influential in
Masonry, especially in Western and Cen-
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tral Jamaica, W. Bro. Taylor was very in-
volved as the founding master of Melrose
Keystone Mark Lodge No. 1424 in 1968.

He continued as an active and ardent Past
Master in Mark Masonry throughout Ja-
maica ,performing a very high standard of
ritual work, visiting Craft Lodges and
Chapter Lodges from Negril to Morant
Point, with high frequency, high velocity
and high participation in all spheres and
all Constitutions of Freemasonry in Ja-
maica for several years — indeed decades.

The defining moment of his Masonic ca-
reer came in 1990 when the Grand Master
appointed him District Grand Master of
Mark Masonry in Jamaica and the Cay-
man Islands.

To appreciate the scope of the honour, re-
spect and responsibility of this appoint-
ment, it must be indicated that the
umbrella of Mark Master Masonry in Ja-
maica also covers the Royal Ark Mariners.
During his long and distinguished career,
R.W.Bro. Taylor has achieved some no-
table firsts.
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